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We are excited to begin the 2017-2018 school year. The custodial staff and secretaries worked 

diligently throughout the summer preparing for our students. Our teachers have been coming in 

early and staying late so that they can create a welcoming classroom and school.  

 

You may have noticed the school bus photo booth. Our staff has been reading The Energy Bus 

by Jon Gordon. We are ready to create an even more welcoming school for our students, fami-

lies, community, and staff by implementing the ten rules. Thanks to the Barnes and Noble 

Fundraiser our PTA hosted last year, we were able to purchase several copies of The Energy 

Bus for Kids by Jon Gordon. Our teachers are excited to share this story through an interactive 

read aloud this month. Then, classrooms will meet with buddy classes to complete activities 

that support positive attitudes and team work just like in the book. 

 

We have welcomed each of our new staff members on Twitter. I recommend you check out our 

Twitter page for updates about our school.  

 

This year, we will continue our focus on guided reading instruction and grow our focus on math 

instruction. Our teachers look forward to working across grade levels to gain new instructional 

strategies and grow our students.  

 

As you know the arrival and dismissal times have changed. Our doors open for students at 8:15 

a.m. this year. Students may enter the classroom at 8:30 a.m. It is essential that students arrive 

to school on time each day.  

 

We look forward to working as a team with our families this school year to make this year a 

great year. 

 

 

Kellie Schell-Ramey 

Principal 

Edgewater Elementary  

410 222-1660 

Where every Edgewater Eagle soars to success! 



 

 
 
 

September 2017 Dates To Remember 
 

Sept. 5th:  School open for students grades 1-5 

   Kindergarten parent teacher conferences 

Sept. 6th:  Kindergarten parent teacher conferences 

Sept. 7th:  Staggered entrance for Kindergarten 

Sept. 8th:  International Literacy Day  
   Staggered entrance for Kindergarten 

Sept. 9th:  Staggered entrance for Kindergarten 

Sept. 12th:  First day for all Kindergarten students 

Sept. 19th:  Back to School Night @ 6:30 pm 

Sept. 21st:  Schools open for Rosh Hashanah 

Sept. 22nd:  PTA Ice Cream Social @ 6:30PM 

 

 

 

 

Septiembre 2017 fechas para recordar 
 

5 de septiembre:  escuela abierta para estudiantes grados 1-5 

   Conferencias de padres y maestros de kindergarten 

6 de septiembre:  conferencias de padres y maestros de kindergarten 

7 de septiembre:  entrada escalonada para kindergarten 

8 de septiembre:  Día Internacional de la alfabetización entrada esca 

   lonada para kindergarten 

9 de septiembre:  entrada escalonada para kindergarten 

12 de septiembre: primer día para todos los estudiantes de kindergarten 

19 de septiembre: Noche de regreso a la escuela @ 6:30 PM 

21 de septiembre: escuelas abiertas para Rosh Hashaná 

22 de septiembre: Fiestra de helado de PTA @ 6:30PM 



From Human Relations Committee 
 

SPIRIT DAYS! 

 
All Edgewater Eagles are invited to show their school spirit each month on 
the following days: 
 

  The first Wednesday of each month - Eagle Spirit Day!  Wear an    
          Edgewater Elementary School shirt or wear our school colors: dark  
          blue and light blue. 
 

  The third Wednesday of each month - College Spirit Day!  Everyone  
          is invited to wear a college shirt or your favorite college colors. 
 

 The EES PTA would  like to  
 invite you and your family  
 to an Ice Cream Social! 
 

Please take time out of your busy schedule to enjoy some delicious ice 
cream, relax with your family, reconnect with friends and possibly make 
some new ones.  This event will be taking place in the EES Cafeteria on Fri-
day, September 22nd from 6:30PM - 8:30 PM.  There is no cost for this 
event and there will be selections to accommodate most, if not all, food 
allergies as well. 
 

We want everyone to be able to join us and enjoy the evening safely.  
Hope to see you there! 
 
**If you or another family member plan to attend and are allergic to something that is commonly found in ice 
cream, toppings or anything ice cream sundae related, please send an email to edgewaterpta@gmail.com  and 
we will do our best to have an option for you available.  If you can recommend a specific brand or item to ac-
commodate your needs, we welcome that by email as well** 
 
We are looking for volunteers to assist with this event: set-up, scooping ice cream, and clean-up.  If you’d like 
to help, please email edgewaterpta@gmail.com.  



 

Edgewater EES PTA 
 

Parent support manifests itself  in many ways. Parents can 

serve on various committees (i.e. School Improvement 

Team), assist the PTA, chaperone field trips, and/or serve as 

a parent volunteer.  Parents also assist tremendously by 

supporting fund raisers sponsored by the school and/or the 

PTA.  The money earned often directly impacts students by 

paying for cultural arts programs, deferring part of  the cost 

of  field trips, and/or purchasing equipment such as play-

ground, gym, jump ropes, and balls.  However, the funds 

earned from fund raisers are not just limited to the student 

body.  Sometimes the funds are utilized to supplement the 

needs of  classroom teachers for instructional supplies.  Your 

support of  all fund raising programs is always sincerely ap-

preciated.  Please continue to support Giant A+ Bonus 

Bucks, Safeway, Food Lion MVP,  Office Depot, Target, and 

the Box Tops for Education Program.  These programs help 

offset the costs of  many programs for teachers and help us 

show our appreciation for their hard work by providing in-

centives during orientation and teacher appreciation week.  

Some of  our other programs over the years have included 

candy sales, pizza sales, book fairs, gift cards, yearbooks, 

and school spirit wear.  Your support of  these types of  fund 



The parent wall calendar for 2017-2018 is now online.  Parents, school 

staff, and community members who would like to view or print the calen-

dar can find it at http://www.aacps.org/html/Parents/par_cal.pdf.  The 

calendar is an excellent resource that provides families with comprehen-

sive information about Anne Arundel County Public Schools, school cal-

endar dates, frequently called phone numbers, and meetings and events 

of interest to families.  By clicking on the names of the months on the 

front cover of the calendar, or by clicking on the navigation arrows in the 

bottom left corner of each page, parents can quickly find a specific month 

they are interested in viewing.  The parent wall calendar has been dis-

tributed for the last few years in a print version.  Budget considerations 

have prompted us to publish this year’s parent wall calendar online.   

Anne Arundel County Public Schools System 

does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, 

age, national origin, religion, disability, famili-

al status or socioeconomic status in matters af-

fecting  employment or in providing access to 

programs. 

    

 From the Eaglet Café   

                        
    Breakfast: $1.50           You can prepay your   
    Reduced:   $.00              child’s lunch by 
    Lunch: $2.75            sending in a check       
    Reduced:   $.40              to the cafeteria. 
    Milk:    $.55
        

 

Look online to see other 

great opportunities avail-

able to our students: 

       www.aacps.org 

Custody Information: 
 
By law, if parents are legally sep-
arated or divorced, each parent 
has equal rights to custody of the 
children UNLESS one parent 
has court ordered sole custody.  
The school must have a copy of 
the court order on file.  Other-
wise, either parent may (with ID): 
 
 Check children in and out of 

school 
 Request copies of student  
      records 
 Have contact with children on 

school property 



We welcome you back with a few reminders.  In order for us to administer any 
medication to a student, we need a “Request to Administer Medication” form 
signed by the doctor and the parents.  This includes over-the-counter medicines 
such as pain relievers, cold and cough syrups/lozenges, lotions, etc.  These 
forms are available in the Health Room.  Also, medications must be in appropri-
ately labeled containers.   
 
Prescription medications must be labeled by a pharmacist with:  Student’s 
name, name of medication, authorized prescriber’s name, dosage, 
when and how to administer, date that pharmacist filled prescrip-
tion, expiration date of medication  Over-the-counter medication must be 
in the original, sealed container with the label intact.  The parent or guardian is 
expected to bring the medication. 

Dates to Remember: 
 

Vision and Hearing Screening* is provided to: students in pre-
school and/or kindergarten, first grade, fourth grade, eight 
grade, students new to AACPS, and students referred by school 
staff or parents.  The screening date for our school will be Jan-
uary 22nd, 2018 with a recheck day on February 1st, 2018 
 
*Please make sure your child brings his or her prescription eye-
glasses on screening day. 



YOUR SCHOOL NURSE 

 
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES PROGRAM 

 

 

Welcome! My name is Jackie Wharton and I am the Registered Nurse at your 

child’s school.  As the school nurse, I serve as the health professional for the 

school community and provide some of the following services: 

 

 Treatment and prevention of illnesses and injuries, promotion of health and 

safety in the school building. 

 

 Medication administration and performance of nursing procedures such as; in-

sulin injections, blood glucose monitoring, catheterization and gastrostomy 

tube feedings. 

 

 Ensuring that student’s immunization records are up to date in order to pre-

vent communicable disease. 

 

 Acts as a member of the school’s crisis team, educational team, and liaison to 

the community and community health care providers. 

 

 Health screenings for vision and hearing. 

 

 Comprehensive case management and education of chronic diseases such as 

asthma and diabetes. 

 

 Health care and community resources for families. 

 

 I even make home visits! 

 

You can reach me between the hours of 8 am– 4 pm at Edgewater Elementary 

School.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Have A Great School Year! 

 
 



 

 Counselor’s Corner 

  
Hi, I’m Teresa Wismer- I am your School Counselor.  My job is to help all students 

experience success in school: academically, personally and socially.  If you would 

ever like to speak with me about a problem or concern, please feel free to email 

me at twismer@aacps.org or call 410-222-1642.  Here is some important infor-

mation about my School Counseling Program:  

 

Classroom Guidance Lessons  

I will visit every classroom to deliver lessons on the following topics: Student Suc-

cess skills, Test-taking skills, Career Awareness, Problem-Solving, Getting Along 

With Others, Managing Stress, Bullying, Personal Body Safety, and more.  

 

Small Group Counseling  

Small groups of children will join me for lunch time group counseling.  Some of the 

topics may be Student Success, Friendship, Social Skills, Coping Skills, Managing 

Anger, Divorce/Separation, Handling Conflicts, etc.  

 

Any student who is invited to join a formal counseling group will be required to 

have a signed parent permission form that will include specific details of the 

group.  Please let me know if you would like your child to work on a particular topic 

in group counseling. 

 

Brief Individual Counseling  

School counselors meet with individual students briefly. We do not offer regular 

or long-term individual counseling services.  Edgewater now has private counselors 

who can meet with your child here at school on a weekly basis.  Please call me for 

more information if you would like to talk about this service.  If you are interest-

ed in seeking outside counseling and other services, please call the Anne Arundel 

County Systems of Care for more information at 1-800-485-0041  

 

Special Lunches  

Students may be invited to join me for lunch for various reasons that don’t involve 

‘counseling’ your child. I meet with new students to introduce myself and to check 

in with them. Individual students may earn a special reward lunch that involves in-

viting a couple of friends to have lunch in my office and play a game. I may not call 



Referrals:  

I get referrals from parents, staff, and from students themselves. Students are 

able to put a note in my mailbox to let me know that they would like to speak with 

me. Students usually self-refer due to friendship or teasing issues. If it is a minor 

issue, I may not call parents, but anything significant will be followed up with a 

parent phone call.  

 

 

Working Toward a Bully-Free School  

 

All students have received lessons on bullying in the first week of school.  Stu-

dents have been taught to stand up for themselves and others assertively by say-

ing, “NO!” or “Stop! I don’t like that!” and then walking away. When this doesn’t 

work, children are encouraged to seek adult help. Other strategies will be covered 

in classroom guidance lessons  throughout the school year. Students in Grades 2-5 

have been asked to sign a Bully-Free Contract with their parents.  

 

Please use this contract as an opportunity to talk with your children about treat-

ing others with kindness, and standing up for themselves and others in an asser-

tive, non-violent way. Thank you in advance for supporting our Bully-Free message.  

 

 

Parent Tips for Separation Anxiety or School Refusal  

 

As we begin a new school year, a few students may experience separation anxiety 

or school refusal. Here are a few tips to help manage those situations in which a 

child may be balking at going to school:  

 

 Parents should remain calm and matter-of-fact. The anxiety may be prolonged 

if your child sees that you are upset or anxious.  

 Avoid engaging in lengthy unproductive discussions about the issue. You may 

need to simply say, “I’m sorry that you are feeling nervous this morning, but 

you have to go to school.” Say this once, then “I’m sorry, but you have to go to 

school” once more. Then don’t say anything more about it.  

 Try giving your child a family picture or special small stuffed toy for his or her 

backpack or locker. You can also write a note to put in the locker.  



 Reassure your child that stomach upsets or headaches are often caused by nerv-

ousness or worry, but he/she will feel better when in the classroom with the  

     teacher and friends. 

 Suggest your child distract negative thinking by “Changing The Channel in Your 

Mind” to a happier channel. 

 Try reading The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn then sending your child to school 

with a kiss in their hand.  

 You may need to have your child go to school with a friend, or have someone else 

take your child to school until the anxiety has passed.  

 School staff have a lot of experience in managing separation anxiety and school 

refusal. Seek our help if needed, and trust us to help you get through a difficult 

but temporary problem.  

 

Helping Students to Achieve Daily Success in School  

 

Families today are so busy and often stretched very thin with extracurricular activi-

ties and other obligations. Try to remember that we all perform best when we are 

well rested. Think how difficult it is for you to concentrate when you are tired, and 

imagine how not getting enough sleep may affect a child who may have a long day in 

school. Kids may need up to 11 hours of sleep to function at their best. Help your 

child get to bed early and establish positive sleep routines that may include a nice 

bath and a story before sleep. Avoid giving kids caffeine (often found in sodas) as it 

may stay in the system for up to twelve hours. Parents should also make sure they are 

taking care of themselves so they can concentrate on being their best, too!  

Attendance Matters 
 

Coming to school, on time, every day is critical for student success.  Now is the 

time to start teaching children good work habits and a sense of responsibility. 
 

Frequent tardies and absences disrupt your child’s learning and create gaps in 
learning.  Students miss important instruction that builds on what has already 

been taught, and will be taught in the future.  Children who experience school 
refusal or separation anxiety get worse each time that they are allowed to miss 

school. 
 

Students who are tardy miss important time to help them prepare for and settle 
in for the day.  Please make sure that  your child is in the school no later than 

8:25 a.m. in order to have the best start to the day. 
Please keep us informed of any unusual circumstances that may affect absenc-

es.  We would like to work with you to help your child succeed in school! 



FEDERAL IMPACT AID SURVEY 
 
On Wednesday, September 30, 2017, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey 
form.  Please assist us by filling out the information requested on the form and: 
 
      Elementary Schools - return it to your child’s school (Edgewater Elem.) 
  
The U.S. Department of Education has now requested a separate survey form for each child, 
the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they work on Federal Property, 
the complete address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form 
must be signed and dated by the Parent/Guardian.  If needed, additional forms may be 
obtained from the school or downloaded from the AACPS website (www.aacps.org) under 
Students, Forms.  The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2016-2017 will be available to 
download on September 30, 2017.  We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Tele-
phone Notification System to remind everyone about the significance of completing and re-
turning this survey.   
 
The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding from the Federal government 
in support of our children after the forms are processed.   
 
Thank you in advance for your support and assistance.  Should you have any questions re-
garding this information, please contact Ms. Donna Barker at 410-222-5200. 

 

Did you know Edgewater is a PBIS school? 
 

What is PBIS?  It stands for Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports.  PBIS is a 

school-wide program designed to improve school climate and create a safer, more effec-

tive school.  Our PBIS program includes initiatives to recognize and reward students for 

demonstrating the 3 R’s: Respectful, Responsible, and Ready. Students can earn Eagle 

Tickets every day just for coming to school on time and for turning in homework.  Eagle 

Tickets can be used to buy things like a special seat in the classroom or a homework 

pass. Individual students are also recognized for positive behaviors by being chosen to 

use the special Eagle Phone to call home!  Classes can also earn a “High Five” for appro-

priate behavior in the hallways, at lunch, and at recess.  Once a class has collected 

enough High Fives, the whole class is rewarded with a special privilege such as extra re-

cess.. 

 

Teachers have been reviewing the 3 R’s and going over school rules, which are posted 

around the school.  We invite parents to also review the 3 R’s and school rules with your 

children at home. 

 

The PBIS team is excited about beginning a new school year and we are thinking of ways 

to make our school even better!  Stay tuned for more exciting PBIS activities and incen-



EMERGENCY DRILLS: 
 
During each school year, various drills are conducted at every school to ensure that 
staff and students are prepared in the event of an emergency.  These drills include 
monthly fire/evacuation drills. 
 
In addition five drills with scenarios developed by the school system’s Office of School 
Security and based upon various possible emergency scenarios are done each year.  
These include, but are not limited to:  
 Evacuation for toxic release in area of the school 

 Shelter for Tornado  

 Shelter for Earthquake 

 Lockout for danger outside of the school building 

 Lockdown for a person with a weapon inside of the school 

 
These drills are discussed with staff prior to the drill, evaluated once the drill is com-
plete.  In some cases, the drills may be discussed with students before they take 
place.   
 

******************************************* 
Cameras  
 
Edgewater Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers se-

lected interior and exterior public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT moni-

tored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. During certain 

events, when the safety or security of students may be in question, authorized person-

nel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given access to 

view images projected on the camera system. If you have any questions about the sys-

tem, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083.     

********************************************* 



 

 

Refreshments for Birthdays and Class Parties Guidelines 
 

  

The Wellness Policy (found below) encourages families and staff to find alternatives to 
food for birthdays and class party celebrations in order to give students a consistent mes-
sage throughout the school environment.  Snacks/refreshments must meet policy guide-
lines regarding Foods of Minimal Nutritional Value.  All foods made available through 
school sponsored activities shall meet COMAR guidelines, regarding the preparation, han-
dling, storage, and serving of food.  Parents should purchase pre-packaged store bought 
items for these events.  The refreshment should be brought to school in a sealed package 
from the store.  Parents should discuss with the classroom teacher the type of snack that 
they plan to send in for the children to determine if any of the children have an allergy to 
any of the food products (i.e. peanuts and their by-products) or medical restrictions (i.e. 
dairy product allergies). 
 The Anne Arundel County Schools adopted a Wellness Policy to promote a healthy 
environment in schools on July 12, 2006.  The Student Nutrition Services Policy is a compo-
nent of the Wellness Policy and encourages all schools to promote a healthy school envi-
ronment in regards to food and beverages available to students during the school day.  
Foods of Minimal Nutritional Value include, but are not limited to the following:  soda water 
(includes soda), water ice, chewing gum, candy-coated popcorn, and certain candies includ-
ing hard candy, jellies and gums, marshmallow candies, fondant, licorice, and spun candy.  
Basically, food with 5% of the daily value of at least one of the specified nutrients (protein, 
vitamin A, ascorbic acid, niacin, riboflavin, thiamin, calcium, and iron) is considered to have 
nutritional value and, thus, is not considered a food of Minimal Nutritional Value.  Foods of 
Minimal Nutritional Value cannot be sold or donated from 12:01 a.m. until the end of the in-
structional day.  This is a federal regulation.   
   **** If your child is celebrating a birthday in school, please limit the food items to store 
bought cupcakes.  They should be brought to the school office by 8:15 a.m. and the class-
room teacher will be notified to stop by the office on the way to lunch to pick up the cup-
cakes for distribution in the cafeteria.  Also, please make sure that you send in enough for 
the entire class so as not to slight any of the children.    Balloons, pizza, and confetti are not 
appropriate to send into school.  This is not an elaborate birthday party, but a “small” cele-
bration where your child’s classmates can share the excitement of their birthday.   
 In regards to party invitations, we understand that children enjoy asking friends 
from school to their “private” birthday parties, but this does cause many hurt feelings for 
the children who do not get invited.  If you do not plan on inviting all the children in your 
child’s class to the party, then please do not send the invitations to the school to be 
passed out.  We can only provide a class list when requested that contains the first name 
and the first initial of their last name of each child in the classroom.  Your cooperation and 
understanding of these guidelines will be appreciated and safe guard all children.  










