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By now, you have probably heard there is an initiative in all of Anne Arundel County Public Schools to “Be 

Nice.” We have joined this initiative and are encouraging and reminding students to find ways to be nice at 

school, at home, and in the community. The staff of EES are looking for new ways to be nice to one another, 

our students, families, and community.  

 

This holiday season, we are taking some time to be thankful for the many gifts we have received from our 

PTA, our families, and our community. We just finished up another successful coat drive and coat exchange 

sponsored by the PTA. Busy Bee Dry Cleaners laundered these donated coats so that they would be ready for 

our students to wear. Thank you to everyone that made this year’s coat drive a success.  

 

Our PTA’s generosity and support of our academic program is greatly appreciated.  The PTA has donated 

Handwriting and Keyboarding without Tears materials. Handwriting instruction has already begun and Key-

boarding without Tears will begin before the holidays. Our PTA has also gifted us a new Chromebook cart and 

32 student Chromebooks. These will arrive in the next few weeks. They have also purchased Chromebooks for 

our intermediate teachers to support instruction and planning. 

 

The PTA provided a delicious lunch and treats for staff on Friday, December 2 during Parent Teacher Confer-

ences. We are excited about the upcoming holiday breakfast and cookie exchange the PTA sponsors every year 

for our staff. Our PTA goes out of their way to make us feel special and appreciated.  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our book fair, especially Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. Hughes, and Mrs. Priebe for 

all of their hard work making this pirate themed book fair fun and exciting. Thank you also to Mr. Stinchcomb 

for our Veterans Day Assembly. Everyone was moved by the performance of the Army National Guard Band. 

 

We are looking forward to lots of exciting events this week! The annual PTA Barnes and Noble fundraiser will 

be Wednesday, December 7 from 3-9 p.m. We will have guest readers at 5:30, 6:00, and 6:30 p.m. The second 

grade students will sing at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 8, we will have our annual winter concert at 7 p.m. at 

Central Middle School. We are excited to hear students sing under the direction of Mrs. Billars and hear the 

band and strings students perform under the direction of Mr. Stinchcomb.  

 

Have a wonderful holiday season. 

Kellie Ramey 

 

 

 

Kellie Schell-Ramey 

Where every Edgewater Eagle soars to Success! 



Dates to Remember - December 2016 
 

Dec. 2th:  TOY DRIVE ends 
 
Dec. 7th:  2 hoursearly dismissal 

  Pajama Spirit Day 

  PTA Barnes & Noble Night in Annapolis store– 3:00-9PM 
  Whole Foods Annapolis, food tasting 4:30-6:30PM 
 
Dec. 8th:  Vision and Hearing testing  
  In-School Winter Concert  
  Evening Winter Concert @ Central School Middle School Auditorium 7 PM 
 
Dec. 9th:  Interims sent home 

  Eagle Spirit Day 

 
Dec. 13th:  PTA meeting 6:30-8 PM 
 
Dec. 14th: PTA Staff Breakfast 
     
Dec. 19th:  PTA Cookie Exchange  
 
Dec. 22nd: 2 hour Early Dismissal  

  Tacky Holiday Sweater/Shirt Day  
 
Dec. 23th-31st:  Winter Break– Schools closed December 24th through January 2nd  
 
Jan. 3rd:  school RE-OPENS  for all students 



FECHAS QUE RECORDAR - Diciembre 2016  

 
 
 
Dic. 2th: Colección de Juguetes  termina 

 
Dic. 7th: Salen 2 Horas temprano 

  Día Espiritu pijama    

  Noche de PTA Barnes & Noble en Annapolis  - 3:00-9:00PM  
  Whole Foods Annapolis, prueba de comida 4:30-6:30 PM 
 
Dic. 8th: Evaluación de vision y audición  
  Concierto de invierno en la escuela K-1  
  Concierto de Invierno en la Noche @ Escuela Central Middle auditorio 7 PM 
 
Dic. 9th: Calificaciones a casa 

  Dia Espiritu Aguila 
 
Dic. 13th: Reunion de PTA  6:30-8 PM 
     
  

Dic. 16th: Intercambio de Galletas PTA  
 
 
Dic. 22nd: Salen 2 Horas Temprano 
  Día de Espiritu de Sweter/camisa Navideña rara   

 

      

Dic. 23th - 31st:   Vacaciones de invierno – las escuelas cerradas el 24 de diciembre hasta el 2 de 
   enero  
 
Ene. 3o:       Escuela ABRE DE NUEVO para todos los estudiantes  



Congratulations!  Your school has been selected to participate in the upcoming Outreach event at Whole Foods 

Annapolis on Wednesday, December 7th from 4:30 – 6:30 pm.   

 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools will benefit in three ways: 

1)           The 21st Century Education Foundation, the 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that provides fund-

ing & support for Anne Arundel County Public Schools, will receive 5% of sales all-day                 on 

Wednesday, December 7th.  The Annapolis Whole Foods is open from 7 am – 10 pm on 12/7/2016. 

2)           Whole Foods will have collection bins at their store so that shoppers can purchase and donate 

food to our schools for Weekend Food Programs.   

3)           A special Holiday Tasting will occur from 4:30 – 6:30 pm on Wednesday, December 7th and we 

will have representatives from the following schools handing out free samples.   

Annapolis Middle 

Arundel High 

Broadneck High 

Brooklyn Park Elementary 

Edgewater Elementary 

George Cromwell Elementary 

Hebron-Harman Elementary 

Hillsmere Elementary 

Hilltop Elementary 

Linthicum Elementary 

 

Here are the details you need to know… 

A.           Please promote your participation to your school community – share with students, parents, volun-

teers, community & business partners, etc. through PA announcements, email, Connect-Ed messag-

es, &/or social media postings.   Let everyone know who will be representing your school to encour-

age more attendance.  Remember the more people who shop, the more money that will be raised. 

B.           Plan to arrive no later than 4:15 pm on Wednesday, December 7th so that you have enough time 

to get to your school’s table and become familiar with the item(s) you are giving to  

shoppers.   

C.           Please plan to stay until 6:45 pm, just in case there is any clean-up to be done at your table.   

D.          Upon receipt of the contribution from Whole Foods (which will be a minimum of $250, but could be more), 

please notify Jennifer Halstead how the funds are used (or better yet, send    a photo with the description that 

we can post on our website) – jhalstead@aacps.org.  Your school will probably receive the check in late January/

early February 2017. 

 

Thank you again for participating.  If you are not able to do A – D above, please let me know by Tuesday, Novem-

ber 22nd.  See you at Whole Foods on 12/7.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Carol Ann 

 

Carol Ann McCurdy 
Director of Partnerships, Development, & Marketing 

Executive Director, 21st Century Education Foundation 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools 
2644 Riva Road 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(410) 222-5829 

mailto:jhalstead@aacps.org


We often receive requests for make-up work sent home by the 
teacher when a student is absent from school.  We greatly appre-
ciate your assistance in keeping your child/children up to date with 
his/her assignments.  There are certain times of the year (cold/flu 
season) when we get 10-15 calls a day for make up work.  Trying 
to meet everyone’s needs, can take away from the well-planned 
instruction for the children who are present.  Listed below is the 
Edgewater Elementary School Policy for make-up work. 

One-day absence:  If a child is absent for just one day, no work 
will be sent home.  The teachers will provide the child a fair oppor-
tunity to make up all missed assignments upon the child’s return to 
school. 
 

Two or More Day’s absence:  If a child is absent for two or 
more days due to illness, the parent may request make-up work.  
The teacher will have work sent up to the office that can be picked 
up at 3:30 PM.  At least one-days notice is expected for make-up 
work requests. 
 

Vacations During the School Year:  If a child goes on a family 
vacation during the school year, papers and materials will be held 
by the teacher until your child returns from vacation. 

Make-Up Work Policy  

If your child has asthma… 

Your school nurse has special knowledge and skills to help 

students and families to manage asthma.  Asthma can be 

controlled.  When asthma is controlled, students are 

healthy and better able to learn.  Good asthma control 

means feeling good, being active and having daytime symp-

toms no more than 2 times a week and nighttime symptoms 

no more than 2 times a month.  Ask you school nurse if you 

have questions about your child’s asthma. 

Your school nurse needs: 

 A written medicine order signed by your child’s doc-

tor.  A signed order must be on file for students who 

carry their own inhaler, too. 

 A quick-relief inhaler (usually albuterol) in case your 

child has a bout of asthma at school.  A back-up may 

be needed for students who carry their own. 

 A written asthma action plan-so we know how to help 

your child prevent asthma episodes and how to treat 

one. 

Get the medicine order form from your school nurse. 

Lost and Found 

Please come in and check in 

the cafeteria for any lost coats, 

jackets, hats, gloves, or lunch 

boxes.  Check in the office for 

any glasses, earrings, necklac-

es, keys, hair bands, etc.  Peri-

odically we donate unclaimed 

items to charity. 



Healthy Habits = Healthy children 
 

Healthy habits that decrease the spread of germs and help keep children and families well: 
 
1. Hand washing is one of the best ways to keep from getting sick 

• Wet hands with running water. 

• Add soap & rub hands together for 20 seconds. 

• Rinse. 

• Dry hands with clean paper towel. 

• If soap & water aren’t available, use an alcohol based hand sanitizer. 

 
2. Cover that sneeze and cough - Coughing and sneezing spread germs. Cover your nose and mouth with a 
tissue or the inside of your elbow to prevent spreading germs to your hands. 
 
3. Get Moving – Exercise helps the body fight off simple illnesses. Include active play in your child’s schedule. 
 
4. Sleep – Getting the right amount of sleep will help fight off colds and infections. 
 
5. Healthy Eating – Good nutrition is vital for good health. Provide a variety of foods, including plenty of vege-
tables, fruits and whole grains at meal and snack times. 
 
6. Keep your Child Home when Sick - Children should stay home until they feel better. 
 
                                                                                                                       School Health Services 
 

******************************************************************************** 
 
 

When Do I Keep My Child Home From School? 
 

(Although no comprehensive list is possible, the following conditions are 
appropriate reasons to keep your student home from school) 

 

 Temperature 100° or greater;  Student must be fever free for 24 hours without the use of  
        fever reducing medications. 
 Vomiting  
 Diarrhea  
 Severe pain 
 Shortness of breath; wheezing  
 Productive cough 
 Abdominal pain  
 Red, draining eyes  
 Chest pain  
 Head injury 
 Earache  
 Nuisance condition not currently treated e.g., ringworm, scabies, head lice 
 Students must be treated for head lice prior to returning to school. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the Health Room.  Our direct line is 410-222-2970. 

 



Sleep tips for children 

 
The following recommendations will help your child get the best sleep possible and make it easier 
for him/her to fall asleep and stay asleep. 
 
 Sleep schedule:  Your child’s bedtime and waketime should be about the same time every-

day.  There should not be more than 1 hour’s difference in bedtime and waketime between 
school nights and non-school nights.  Make your child’s bedtime early so that he can get enough 
sleep. 

 Bedtime routine:  Your child should have 20-minute to 30-minute bedtime routine that is the 
same every night.  The routine should include calm activities, such as reading a book or talking 
about the day, with the last part occurring in the room where your child sleeps. 

 Bedroom:  Your child’s bedroom should be comfortable, quiet, and dark.  A nightlight is 
fine, as a completely dark room can be scary for some children.  Your child will sleep better in a 
room that is cool (less than 75 degrees F.).  Also, avoid using your child’s bedroom for “time out” 
or other punishment.  You want your child to think of the bedroom as a good place, not a bad 
one. 

 Snack:  Your child should not go to bed hungry.  A light snack (such as milk and cookies) 
before bed is a good idea.  Heavy meals within an hour or two of bedtime, however, may inter-
fere with sleep. 

 Caffeine:  Your child should avoid caffeine for at least 3 to 4 hours before bedtime, alt-
hough it’s best to avoid it totally.  Caffeine can be found in many types of soda, energy drinks, 
coffee, iced tea, and chocolate. 

 Evening activities:  The hour before bed should be a quiet time.  Your child should not get 
involved in high-energy activities, such as rough play or playing outside, or stimulating activities 
such as computer games. 

 Television:  Keep the television set out of your child’s bedroom.  Children can easily de-
velop the bad habit of “needing” the television to fall asleep.  It is also much more difficult to con-
trol your child’s television viewing if the set is in the bedroom.  Keep all other electronic devices 
out of the bedroom too, such as computers, cell phones, and hand-held computer games. 

 Naps:  Naps should be geared to your child’s age and developmental needs.  However, 
very long naps or too many naps should be avoided, as too much daytime sleep can result in 
your child sleeping less at night. 

 Exercise:  Your child should spend time outside every day and get daily exercise. 
 
              

© Mindell JA & Owens JA (2010). A Clinical Guide to Pediatric Sleep: Diagnosis and 
Management of Sleep Problems, 2nd ed., Philadelphia: Lipppincott Williams & Wilkins 



Top 10 healthy sleep habits 

From the American Academy of Sleep Medicine 
 

Sleep is an important part of a healthy lifestyle.  It helps you feel, think and perform your best.  So it is critical 
for you to get a good night of sleep every night.  These top 10 healthy sleep habits will help you fall asleep 
faster and sleep well. 
 
1. Only use your bed for sleeping. 
2. Avoid drinking caffeine in the afternoon and at night. 
3. Avoid taking naps in the late afternoon or in the evening. 
4. Avoid large meals right before bedtime. 
5. Dim household lights at night and let in plenty of sunshine in the morning. 
6. Create a healthy sleep environment in your bedroom with: 
            a) Dim lighting 
 b) A comfortable temperature 
 c) Soothing sounds 
 d) No TV or computer 
7. Turn off all of these items at least 30 minutes before your bedtime: 
 a) Computer 
 b) TV 
 c) Movies and videos 
 d) Cell phone 
8. Develop a bedtime routine that helps you relax by: 
 a) Eating a healthy snack or light dessert 
 b) Brushing your teeth 
 c) Taking a warm bath or shower 
 d) Listening to relaxing music 
9. Go to bed at or near the same time every night, even on weekends. 
10. Discuss any ongoing sleep problems with your parent or doctor. 
 
               www.sleepeducation.com   

 

Vision and Hearing Screening 
 

 
Vision and hearing screening will take place: 

Feb. 3, 2016  &  Feb. 17, 2016 
 

All kindergarten, first grade, and fourth grade students will be screened. Screenings will 
also be done on all students new to Anne Arundel County public schools and those re-
ferred by their teachers and/or parents. Parents will receive a letter if their child does 
not pass the screening. If you have any concerns please contact your school nurse at 410-
222-2970. 

Remember To Bring Your GLASSES on Screening Day! 
  

Anne Arundel County Department of Health 
 School Health Services 



Attendance 

You need to send a note stating why your child was absent. When your child has been absent more than 5 
days sick, we need a doctor’s note stating the child was under their care. If no absence note is received at 
school, your child’s absence will be coded as truant/unlawful. Excessive absences, tardies, and early dismis-
sals will be reviewed by the Attendance Committee each month. 

 

Seasonal Reminders 

 Cancellation of school takes place only during extraordinary circumstances such as extreme weather, equip-
ment failure, or public crisis.  The school board and administrators are aware of the hardship which can be 
caused by an abrupt cancellation.  Therefore, school will not be canceled unless a significant safety risk has 
been created by an unusual circumstance.  In the event that conditions cause school to be closed, announce-
ments will be posted on the Board of Education’s web page (www.aacps.org) immediately.  Television 
and radio stations in the Annapolis, Baltimore, and Washington areas are notified one hour before 
normal bus runs. There is also a free public service called School’s Out that sends an e-mail on the 
current operation status of public schools.  You can sign up by entering your e-mail at http://
www.schoolsout.com.  Please do not call the school.  More than likely a Connect-Ed message will be 

sent out by the Board Of Education 

Breakfast is not served when schools are delayed for 2 hours. There are times when schools will close earlier 
than normal. Please have a plan for your child to follow in case this happens and you are not at home.  Desig-
nate a neighbor or relative to look for your child. 

 

Emergency Cards 

The information on the emergency cards, that the office requested at the beginning of the school year is inval-
uable to us.  Please report any changes in address or telephone numbers (home or work) to the school office.  
If during the school year there are any changes regarding who you would like contacted in the event of an 
emergency (and we are unable to contact you), please provide us with the updated information.   

Important Notes: 

Anne Arundel  County Public School System does not discriminate on the basis or race, sex, age, national origin, reli-
gion, disability, socioeconomic or familial status in matters affecting employment or in providing access to programs.   

Cancellation of County Department of  
Recreation and Parks Activities in Schools  
 
In an effort to clarify cancellation policy regarding Dept. of Rec. 
and Parks’ activities in our schools on weekends and holidays, the 
following information was provided. 
 
Weather Related Cancellations 
 In the event schools are closed for inclement weather, all ac-

tivities for that day or evening will automatically be cancelled. 
 
If it snows on Saturday or Sunday, the following procedures will be 
followed: 
 Recreation and Parks will make the announcement early on 

Saturday or Sunday referencing any cancellations for that day 
or days. 

 If Recreation and Parks cancels, all schools scheduled by 
them will not be opened to the public.  However, schools need 
to cancel all events (commercial and religious) if they impact 
snow removal. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 Thank You to Our Community Partners 
 

We would like to thank our community partners for supporting 

Edgewater Elementary: 

 

 South River Rotary Club for the weekend food program, 3rd grade diction-

aries, and the STAIR after-school reading program for 2nd graders. 

 The Sharing Foundation, The South County Senior Center, First Baptist 

Church of Edgewater, The Optimist Club, Joy Reigns Church., and the police 

department for supporting our families in need. 

     THANK YOU!!!!  
  

  Counselor’s Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUNCH MONEY 
Parents: If you give your child lunch in the morning, please put it a zip lock 
bag labeled with you child's name on it. Hopefully, this will help the cafeteria 
staff  with keeping track of money that is for your child’s lunch account. 
 

 



 

                       Newsflash:  Edgewater Eagles CARE! 

Food Drive a Success 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated food or money to our food drive 
to benefit Maryland Food Banks.  Because of your generosity, we 
were able to collect 29 boxes of food and $268.88 to help the hungry 
in Maryland.  The three classes that collected the most were thanked 
with extra recess.   
We thank every student for participating in the Harvest for the Hun-
gry, Kids Helping Kids food drive!!! 

Holiday Thanks From the Human Relations Committee 

Thanks for giving new toys for 
the Sharing Foundation 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who is donat-
ing NEW toys to our toy drive for the Sharing Founda-
tion.  Because of you, many local children will have a 
better holiday!   



 
 

 

Find out immediately when schools close early for 

inclement weather, power outages, etc. 
www.schoolsout.com 

 

School’s Out immediately notifies parents when there is  

an emergency at their children's school. 

The School’s Out system is tied directly to the school administration and is updated by their 

own authorized personnel. 

 

School’s Out has been providing this service to both parents and schools since 1997.  During 

the school year, School’s Out can average sending over 1,000,000 email alerts per week.  We 

have over 150 school districts and private schools using our system with over 250,000 email 

subscribers. 

 

Cell Phone Alerts Are Here!  Our new service, School’s Out Plus  is now available.  

School’s Out Plus will let you receive a text message on your mobile device anytime an emer-

gency message is sent out by your school. 

 

You can still receive an email notification any time an emergency message is sent out by your 

school.  This is our School’s Out Basic service, and it is free to use. 

 


